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The Tzedakah Fund of Beit Knesset Emek Refaim

Entering this new year we welcomed three new members to the Vaad KerenTzedaka and were
able to give 60,000 NIS to Jerusalemites facing major challenges.

We are proud to share that the annual budget managed by the Tzedakah Fund during
many years is equivalent to the annual budget of the Beit Knesset, making our ongoing
chesed and tzedakah central to who we are as a community. The Fund has helped
hundreds of Jerusalemites efficiently and discreetly.

Challenges in recent years in the operation and procedures of the Fund have led us to
restructure and simplify how we give but the principles and values remain fully intact.

Donations are gratefully received through cash collections during Minyanim,
online contributions, and checks. Donate here.

Background of the Tzedaka Fund , Purpose and Allocations

The Tzedakah Fund was established as as subcommittee of the Bet Kenneset Yael Amuta in
order to assist community members, or Jerusalemites known to our members, in times of
sudden financial need. As a relatively small Fund, we helped those people for whom a one-
time grant for an item or service would prevent the “straw from breaking the camel’s back”.

In the past we assisted in such things as the purchase of household appliances and
furniture; educational needs of children and professional retraining for adults; coverage of
outstanding bills for electricity, water, and municipal fees, and much more.

In addition, our community member, Zehava Taub (in partnership with Karyn Gellman) has
been collecting for needy families in the neighborhood for over 20 years. In the past few
years, we’ve allocated monthly sums to her group for the purchase of supermarket

cards which are distributed to those families.

In advance of Pesach and the High Holidays, these gift cards have also been distributed to
the social services centers mentioned above as well as to a local women’s shelter.

During the recent years of war, we allocated funds to evacuees residing in Jerusalem
hotels for a variety of needs such as the purchase of winter coats and babysitting services
so parents could manage to work or have a break.

We’re currently helping Jerusalemites affected by recent events, since Covid and October 7,
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who are in need of support - Small business owners, Reservists’ families, lone soldiers,
wounded soldiers’and their families, widows, elderly, etc. In all our giving we protect the
identities and dignity of the recipients, maintaining

anonymity.

Changes towards the Future

The liaison relationship between Menachem Zer Kavod and the social services centers has
been discontinued. This summer, Menachem was presented with a gift to express our
appreciation for his many years of devoted service to this cause! This September we started
giving instead through recognized Amutot. This enables more straightforward payments and
compliance with the tax authorities.

Over the years we’ve seen that our budget grows especially before holiday periods. Therefore,
we plan on seasonal evaluations and distributions to these organizations.

Our grants to Zehava Taub’s group will be continued for now. Our contributions are a stable
source of assistance to these local families lacking basic necessities. And, in accordance with
our founding principles, we are available to give support to members of our shul community
who experience acute financial need.

Finally, we’re hoping to progress to digital records, and minimize paperwork and file storage!

As mentioned above, the Tzedaka Fund has been an integral part of our Shul, and we
warmly invite you to support the Fund’s activity. We welcome contributions, feedback and
suggestions (also regarding organizations which might be good partners), and are happy to
elaborate further. Contact us at tzedakah@yael.org.il.

Respectfully,

Rebeca Benson Zerobnick
Tamara Edell-Gottstein
[lana Dreyer

Susan Fraiman



