
This volume, like its three predecessors of the same title, offers the first daily account of the
war forced upon the State of Israel by Hamas’s brutal attack on its southern communities
near the Gaza Strip on October 7, 2023. Focusing on the fourth six months of that war,
Professor Monty Penkower examines in detail its local, regional, and international
significance. Joining extensive research and a limpid prose, as in his many other books on
modern Jewish history, this prize-winning historian again displays a definitive mastery of
his craft.
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"In Awakening to Radical Islamist Evil, Monty Penkower has produced a 'first draft of history' of the conflict
that is full of erudition, humanity and written with passion. Few of the protagonists in this account escape his
razor-sharp pen as he disentangles the complex story of the Gaza war. His sympathy is directed to its innocent
victims, both Jews and non-Jews. By any measure, this is a masterful and authoritative account of the fourth

six months of the Hamas war against Israel and the Jews and essential reading for anyone wishing to
understand Israel's right to defend itself.

— Anthony McElligott, Emeritus Professor of History, University of Limerick, Ireland

“Monty Penkower’s richly detailed and scrupulously documented chronicle of Hamas’ war against Israel and the
Jews makes for a necessary if sobering reading. Drawing upon his lifetime of scholarship, Penkower cuts through
the inevitable fog of war and provides invaluable narrative and primary source material for all future students

of the subject.”
—Jonathan D. Sarna, University Professor and Joseph H. & Belle R. Braun. Professor of American

Jewish History (emeritus), Brandeis University

PRAISE

ABOUT  THE AUTHOR
Monty Noam Penkower is Professor Emeritus of Modern Jewish History, Machon Lander Graduate
School of Jewish Studies. Jerusalem. He is the award-winning author of many books on the rise of
the State of Israel, on the Holocaust, and on American Jewish history.
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