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Dear Community Members,

We are at the end of a particularly raucous year, a year of fraternal discord,
demonstrations, and clashing ideologies, while all around the winds of war
continue to threaten. What will we pray for on Rosh Hashanah, and what
will we beg for on Yom Kippur? The situation calls for prayers for peace and
unity, but also prayers for national clarity, for peace that is not only quiet but
also complete, and for unity that is not just political tolerance, but a unity of
love. But we must be very, very careful to pray about ourselves and not about
others—for peace within me and unity within me—not for others to be in
harmony and of one mind with me.

This is the key to it all, to pray for self-improvement and not to criticize
others, to stop trying to fix the world and excuse ourselves from the
obligation to correct our own values. And when we pray that evil empires
disappear from the earth, let us focus on the kingdom within each one of us,
on the heart that we seek to soften, and on the attitudes that we seek to open

up.
This is how peace will come upon us, and then upon the whole world. And

we hope that God will also bring about peace on high so that, with His help,

we can also achieve peace for ourselves.
May this be a good and blessed year.
Shlomo Vil



