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Bet Knesset Emek Refaim
4 Rechov Yael, Jerusalem 9350211
www.yael.org.il  email: info@yael.org.il

Bet Knesset “Emek Refaim” is popularly known as Yael” because it is located on Yael Street in the
Baka (Geulim) neighborhood of Jerusalem. Founded in 1949, the congregation today numbers over

150 families, and continues to integrate native-born Israelis and new immigrants from across the
globe. The nusah of the prayer and the customs of the bet knesset follow the Ashkenaz tradition.

The rabbi of the congregation is Rav Shlomo Vilk, head of the hesder yeshiva Ohr Torah-
Mahanayim in Gush Etzion.

Dear Community Members,

In the natural sciences, they teach that there are two systems that cause the universe to develop and
change. One is regeneration and the other is revolution. We would all prefer moderate progress to rev-
olution, but no one asks us. We have come out of Corona for the time being, but the climate change
crisis is looming, as well as the leadership crisis in Israel and in the world, the war in Ukraine, rising
prices and shortages, and on and on. Revolutions change the world, and change us, requiring us to
think in original ways, to find the good or to turn the bad into good, to regret what we have lost and
to be happy for what we have.

We have gone through many changes in recent years, and the community is still looking for its way.
The crowd of mitpallelim is changing, the times of davening are different, there are empty seats, the
kiddushim are different than before, everything is changing, and we are learning how to lead the com-
munity anew. The nature of the davening has also taken on new shadings, emerging from the shul’s re-
newal. | hope and expect that normal days will come, that we will move from crisis to renascence, that
we will continue to grow from these years that are not yet over.

There is a lot to think about on Rosh Hashanah, what can be strengthened within us this year, what
needs to change, and what will we return to. Anyone who is now holding the wonderful calendar that
Rabbi Dovid Wadler prepares for us every year is invited to go through its pages, examine the coming
months—the days and the hours, Shabbat and chag—and think about how we would like the coming
days to look good for us. If every year we are required to look at last year's calendar and repent and
regret and turn away from it, it is better now that we look to the future and let go of the past. I will end
with a blessing from a poem by Adit Falk, and Hanan Yuval: “The days that have yet been prepared for
us / May they be correct, may they be bowed down / May they be over us like palm leaves.”

Shlomo Vilk
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SYNAGOGUE BOARD
Michael Gillis (Chair)
Bracha Edelstein
Judah Elstein

Mimi Dickman

Noam Com

Lila Korn

Alex Pomson
Jonathan Porath

Hava Sklare

GABBAIM

Sasson Chacoty
Simcha Edell
Michael Gillis
Tuvia Klughaft
Monty Penkower

TzEDAKAH FUND
Chava David
Yaelle Lehmann
Yehudit Rivlin
Rebeca Zerobnick

AuDIT AND REVIEW COMMITTEE
John Corre
Daniel Lehmann

VA'ADAT HACHESED

IN THE UNFORTUNATE EVENT OF A FAMILY LOSS,
PLEASE CONTACT ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

Steve Zerobnick (Chair) 054.313.3728
sabasteveS7 @gmail.com

Charlotte Blumenfeld 02.671.9067
054.729.9992, blumenfeldcs@gmail.com

Steven Drucker  054.484.3908
stevenbdrucker@gmail.com

Eugene Korn  050.992.6318
ebkorn@gmail.com

David Yammer  054.551.1913
david.yammer@gmail.com

Jonathan Kalman  054.490.9970
jk@dioninvest.com

Michael Katz  054.579.3911
mkatz48@gmail.com

Tamara Edell-Gottstein  058.620.7220
tamama2e@bezeqint.net

Moshe Dickman  054.455.4228
moshedickmanl947 @gmail.com
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Bet Knesset Emek Refaim
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