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Pearl Borow (translated)

Marsha and I invited the entire congregation to participate -- not only in
the wonderful kiddush that Marsha prepared -- but in our great joy of
completing Masechet Ketubot. I want to dedicate this siyum to the
memory of our dear Yael Penkower n"p, who set me on the path of
learning gemara, and it was she who really persuaded me to study with
her. Before she got sick, we started Masechet Ketubot -- Marsha, Yael, and
Miriam Singer.

Following Yael's passing, Marsha and I continued to learn together, and
for this I must thank Marsha! There's no one like Marsha! Whatever she
takes on, she completes and continues forward. These years were not easy
for her. She underwent such family difficulties, but she continued. All the
more credit to you, Marsha -- you are a woman who sets an example!
May you continue from strength to strength, mw o™iy nxn .

You should all know, my friends, that studying together was rewarding in
every way. We discovered that learning in a hevruta was an experience in
itself. At the same time, study unites and strengthens the friendship
between the students. Secondly, it is wonderfully special to enter the
world of the sages and to benefit from their words of wisdom. With G-
d's help, we intend to continue and begin a new masechet. Maybe we'll
even succeed in expanding our study group.

We want to encourage all of you, women and men alike to continue your
lifelong learning, to dive into its deep and wide ocean of Torah, and to
savor its goodness.
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Marsha Roth

I want to thank Pearl for our havruta learning these past ten years on this
Masechet. It has been an intense and worthwhile experience. I also want to
thank my late husband, Avi 51 for his encouragement. I dedicate this in his
memory, Avrum Shalom ben Baruch Bendit 51. We were havruta together last
year and finished Mesechet Avoda Zara. We didn’t have a chance to do our
styum.

Three pages from the end of the Mesechet Ketubot, it states that “A person
should always live in Eretz Yisrael, then he is considered to be one who has a
G-d.” This was a powerful and unexpected change from all that we had been
learning so far. The very last daf has several comments that moved me very
much. I feel we are living in a miracle.

R’ Chiya ben Gamda rolled in the dust of Eretz Yisrael for it is said: “For
Your servants have cherished her stones and favored her dust.” (Ps. 102)
People put the dust from Israel in graves in the Diaspora. I did that for my
late mother in 1995.

R’ Zeira said in the name of R’ Yirmiyah bar Abba: “The generation in which
the Son of David will come, will experience the vilification of Torah scholars.
When I said this before Shmuel he said: "There will be smelting after
smelting," e.g. harsh decrees that will decimate the Jews will be followed by
decrees that eliminate even more. The repeated “smelting” reference also
reminds me of the members of our families who were lost in the Holocaust
and incidentally of the family recycling business in Syracuse which sustained
three generations of the Roth family.

Rav Yosef taught in a Baraita that at that difhicult time there will be
“Plunderers and plunderers and plunderers.” We are well-aware of the
destruction in every generation that has befallen our people in the last two
thousand years of Exile. All of these tribulations are before the Messianic age.
Pearl will now finish with the last verses of the Mesechet.



