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Activity of the Yael Tzedakah Fund January to June 2021

During this period, the committee dealt with 46 applications for support of
the needy at a total cost of NIS 100,000. Applications for help from the

Tzedakah Fund come from families in financial, health and mental distress.

To illustrate the activities of the Tzedakah Fund, we present below just five of
the applications which received grants from the Fund. These were brought to
the Fund through the local welfare offices. We would like to emphasize that
almost all applications were brought to us from the five welfare offices in our



area and as such we are sure these are cases that are really eligible for
charitable support.

We hope that these examples will help everyone understand the importance
of the Fund and will donate to the Fund to bolster our efforts. Up till now we
have been coping with the flow of requests, but unfortunately, the Fund’s
coffers have recently been depleted!

The following are examples of requests that we have handled:

1. A single mother of four children, one of whom has special needs, works
full-time caring for the elderly, and was also caring for her ailing mother who
recently passed away. The cost of keeping her baby in a daycare center NIS
1200 per month, an amount that is about a quarter of the mother’s income.
Because the mother could not afford the daycare payments, she took the baby
out of daycare and took him to work. The Fund covered the debt she had
accumulated to the daycare center in the amount of NIS 3157. With the help
of the welfare office, the mother hopes to put the baby in another daycare
center next year, where the cost is much lower.

2. A divorced woman and mother of four teenagers, who does not receive
alimony, is not working and is not entitled to unemployment benefits. She
immigrated to Israel with her children five years ago and suffers from
financial and language problems and has difficulties raising her children.
Since the onset of corona, the mother hasn’t been able to find work and is
dependent on help from social workers. At her request, we bought her an
oven and stove top costing NIS 2300 to replace the previous broken ones.

3. A mother of six children whom she is raising alone. The family subsists on
an income in the amount of NIS 4500 and a meager amount of alimony. The
children have severe psychological problems. During the past year, one of the
girls was referred for a psychological examination but the mother could not
pay. Due to non-payment of the debt, the hospital transferred the debt to a
lawyer and therefore a lien was imposed on the family bank account. The

Tzedakah Fund paid NIS 1,435 missing to close the case.

4. A woman who survived a cult and was a victim of violence. For several
years the woman lived in a cult and suffered severe injuries and had a
particularly complex life style there. She has been diagnosed with post-
traumatic stress disorder. She is a single mother of four young children with



the eldest having special needs. The mother has had difficulty finding work
and lives of Social Security. She has a hard time buying her children basic
necessities and food such as Materna and diapers (nappies), and meeting the
expenses of the daycare center and the kindergartens. At her request, we
bought a bunk bed for the children's room, including delivery and assembly
in the amount of NIS 3060.

5. A divorced woman and the mother of five children aged 10-21. The family
has been a client of welfare services for many years, with a background of
family violence, financial difficulties, health, and difficulties in parenting.
Since the mother suffers from fibromyalgia and multiple sclerosis, she has not
worked for a long time. Four of the five children have special needs, are on
various medicines, and are in schools for special needs. In addition, the
grandmother who also needed care and was living in the family home recently
passed away. Because of this complex situation, the family is having difficulty
meeting its current expenses and the Fund paid off their debt to the gas
company in the amount of NIS 2753.

These examples show how such distressed families struggle to maintain their
families and to improve their situation, and we are here to help them.

The Tzedakah Fund Committee



