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Bet Knesset Emek Refaim
4 Rechov Yael, Jerusalem 9350211
www.yael.org.il ® email: info@yael.org.il

Bet Knesset “Emek Refaim” is popularly known as “Yael” because it is located on Yael Street in the
Baka (Geulim) neighborhood of Jerusalem. Founded in 1949, the congregation today numbers over
150 families, and continues to integrate native-born Israelis and new immigrants from across the
globe. The nusah of the prayer and the customs of the bet knesset follow the Ashkenaz tradition.

The rabbi of the congregation is Rav Shlomo Vilk, head of the hesder yeshiva Ohr Torah-
Mahanayim in Gush Etzion.

Dear Community Members,

As we begin a new year, we stand with hope and fear—with the hope that it will be a better year than the
last, that the passing year’s difficulties may end and that the blessings of a new year will embrace us, and
in fear of the corona virus that has paralyzed the entire world causing many to perish, and bringing social
distancing to communities and synagogues instead of togetherness.

In these difficult days, one must also remember how relatively easy and good it is for us. There have
always been epidemics, but now we know how to defeat them. There have always been economic crises,
but the State of Israel has the experience and the ability to help all its citizens. Political chaos and gov-
ernmental chaos have always been our lot in Galut, but now we, citizens of Israel, have the power to
change our own future. If there has to be an epidemic and economic crisis, the only place in the world 1
would like to be is here in our community. The beautiful and continual Zoom davening, the downsized
minyanim in our shul, the various shiurim, the caring for one another, the great care and respect for oth-
ers—all these testify to a community and a state that is strong and optimistic.

When a plague happened, our ancestors would go out to the town square, to the street, sounding
the alarm for plagues, wars and droughts. Like any mass gathering, the purpose of such prayer is to demon-
strate identification and concern, and to protest more than to pray. In the synagogue we entreat; in the
public square we protest forcefully, charismatic speakers demand justice, and the enthusiastic crowd
demonstrates. Our prayers outside the synagogue have more than prayer in them, there is a crying and a
sense of grievance, a repetition of the call of our father Abraham, ‘Will the judge of the whole earth not
do justice?!’, and of Isaiah’s call ‘How long?". On fast days and during wars we cry out to God, we demand
justice, we stand like Choni the circle maker in the center of the courtyard and ask for blessed rain, for
things to be put right, for favors that were promised to us, and we strive to earn our entitlement to them.

I wish the whole world, and the people of Israel, and us, a bright future and a peaceful outcome, that
we will enjoy a good and sweet year, with friends close by, with unconcealed faces, where seniors can
enjoy being in the streets of Jerusalem without hesitation, a year of economic prosperity, and of being
able to daven facing the aron kodesh and not just the open air.

With best wishes for a happy new year.
Shlomo Wilk

'KDT POY NDID 13
9350211 DYWIP ,4 DY 37
info@yael.org.il :5"X1T ® www.yael.org,.il

SV N2 IMRYHN T DY, D" ANOWN MWIK 193 KIPY ,KDT PHY NDID N'3
MNDWY 150-2 DV ODARN NN TP, 19493 TOY .OHYITI NYPI NNOW3

NI IDONN MDY D3N MY Hon DWTN OO P YIRD T P 2HWH 19DIm)
DOWK ORYY DN 19D TN NDIdN 113

DYDY Y3 “DN-NIN MK ITONN N WK XN L,P Irbw 390 ,020p0 37

,8MPM 1%pn Man

bSp BW ,ANETPR N2 MYA TNNY ANPR,XM IMPR2 DY XY YT MY 0MNN UK
Sim B ohwn DR PRYY ANMpR P D00 XM ,ATTH Y M2 0HY wan mayw et bw
mnbnp opna "man pinm® noaon nay mShpn X jem o obhn

JMX b T X ANy 09X ,N TR menn .ub 210 nno bp And o ™ Y 15X owp omna
MLOY IR WD 1852 X 535 prob o nyme X nrmw XX ,eR TR omhabs omawvn
obwn nww mn Sy :wnd Ha uTny IR MIYS N3 ©,0MAIRT 105 ANYw XOK ,09m 1R Wb v
TR ora L, ubw A hpn 1 a nvad e enmhiw obwa Tin opnn 5053 1awm nonan napb Ty ox
221 T MPAT LTI MY ,DMY DMWY, Npa N AYRNN ,TRARM TININ DN TN

2MDnK PN T 90 Sy orryn B 53 ,omnkd

53 mo .amya et menm wan yrnmd ,amd Pt 190b wmax va oRee a9 npwa
Non M .55ennb TwRn N DN ,NPNRR MNN 1annS XN 75MN0 Mon 0 MOoRNN
yim wSw mbenn aon anhwn NRRm LPTY 0WNT 0TURMI 0MKY 0PN DPPIY 1311 ,07Wwpan
YAXN 5 vmwn' AR omar Sw nRMp Sy mm ,mmnnm app v ,nenn N 102 v nodn nnd
LY DWATT ,N 2D DT UK manbna nmyna . 1enn 1 e b nknp S, 12vawn nwp xS
WP DAY LRI 15 MUY , M ,0MP N L1912 MW DWPAM TN 1732 Sapnn mn ma ormy

.ond oRaT nend T

MTPA,L,APIND W MW K1ANY ,05W MR 0210 Mpn 05 Sxawr oph 5 o a5 Snxe ax
5m 5% mbana ,Habs nwawa ,wwn Ha oHT MAma 12w mIapn onpra ,mmba 0%na ,oman
a0 5505 X5 wnp R

,09 nanxa

pbn mbw

Since circumstances do sometimes cause changes during the year,
please check all times and dates with the weekly shul announcements.
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SYNAGOGUE BOARD
Michael Gillis (Chair)
Zippy Benmelech
Mimi Dickman
Simcha Edell

Noam Com

Yael Lehman

David Olivestone
Alex Pomson

Jonathan Porath
Devorah Preiss-Bloom
Azaria Rein

Marty Weisberg (Treasurer)

GABBAIM

Sasson Chacoty
Simcha Edell
Michael Gillis
Monty Penkower
Alex Pomson

TzEDAKAH FUND

Chava David

Yaelle Lehmann

Yehudit Rivlin

Rebeca Zerobnick

David Olivestone (Treasurer)

DEsIGN COMMITTEE
Tziona Avitzur
Michael Gillis
David Olivestone
Diane Rosenschein
Rebeca Zerobnick

AuDIT AND REVIEW COMMITTEE
John Corre
Daniel Lehmann

VA'ADAT HACHESED

IN THE UNFORTUNATE EVENT OF A FAMILY LOSS,
PLEASE CONTACT ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

Steve Zerobnick (Chair) 054.313.3728
steven@keshetisrael.co.il

Charlotte Blumenfeld 02.671.9057
054.729.9992, blumenfeldcs@gmail.com

Nelson Brenner  054.306.0273
nelsonbrenner@yahoo.com

Steve Drucker 054.484.3908
sbd2@zahav.net.il

Eugene Korn  050.992.6318
ebkorn@gmail.com

Esther Rothschild  054.647.0308
estherrothschild@gmail.com
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Bet Knesset Emek Refaim
4 Rechov Yael, Jerusalem 9350211
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