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Es iz shver tzu sein a yid?
Themes in Medieval 

Jewish Ashkenazic Life
Two contradictory facts seem to reflect the Ashkenazic Jewish experience in
the Middle Ages: (1) Christian persecution and (2) the learning of Rashi and
the Tosafists, How could there be such a flourishing of Jewish culture during
a period of such Jewish suffering? How difficult was it really to be a Jew in
that place and in that time?

p Jan. 6 Sources; Demography; Economic Activity

p Jan. 13 Legal and Political Status

p Jan. 20 The Organized Jewish Community

p Jan. 27 Religious and Cultural Phenomena

p Feb. 3 Status of Women

p Feb. 10 Christians’ View of Jews and Vice Versa

p Feb. 17 The Life of the Average Jew

p Feb. 24 Changes in Christian Society and their Impact on the Jews

SAMUEL KAPUSTIN has a B.A. (History) from Yeshiva University, M.A. (History) and M.Ed., from the
University of Toronto. His 38 year teaching career was spent at the Community Hebrew Academy of Toronto,
most recently as Principal of Jewish Studies. He also taught for many years at the Jewish Teacher's Seminary
of Toronto. The author of several articles on the teaching of Jewish history, Mr. Kapustin co-edited Lawrence
Schiffman’s From Text to Tradition: A History of Second Temple and Rabbinic Judaism (Ktav, 1991).


