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Minutes of Board Meeting of Bet Knesset Emek Refaim,
November 20, 2017

Present: Alexis Rodgold, Menahem Zer Kavod, Dovid Wadler, David
Olivestone, Michael Gillis, Simcha Edel, Avraham David, Tzipi Benmelech,
and Pinchas Schiffman.

1. Every Shabbat Mevarchin a kiddush will be held for the congregation
after the service. Members of the community are invited to sponsor the
Shabbat Mevarchin Kiddush to commemorate personal and family events
and to include the members of the community in their simcha. In this way,
only some of the kiddushim will be financed by shul funds. A budget of NIS
10,000 was approved for 2018. In the winter months, the kiddush will be
held if there is no rain forecast for Shabbat. The cost of the kiddush is 1900
NIS (joint sponsorships are possible).

2. The Memorial Board on the Back Wall. Members of the community
can order a plaque for relatives who have died. The donation requested for
each plaque is NIS 1,000 or more to the charity fund in the name of the
deceased. As is customary, we make sure to illuminate the memorial light
during the month of the deceased's yahrzeit.

3. On Rosh haShanah the same gabbai will preside on both days. He will
also arrange to give the Yom Kippur gabbai the exact list of those who
received honors on Rosh haShanah, in order to prevent duplication.

4. There will be no Ma’ariv Service in the rabbi's home on Rosh
haShanah.

5. Additional Topics from the Vaad meeting on October 18, 2017: A
budget for the madrich for the Shabbaton in Kfar Etzion on Shabbat
Parshat Emor was approved for up to NIS 4,000.

6. Errors in Reading the Torah. Only the rabbi or the gabbai on the bimah
will correct mistakes. The reader should not be required to correct errors
that do not change the meaning.

7. The Shabbaton in lyar 5779 will be held at the guest house in Acre. A
deposit of 10%—20% which was requested was approved. Members who
are interested can register on the advance list through Kal Feinberg.

8. Acknowledgement to All Those Involved in the Tishrei Holiday Period:
the gabbaim, ba’alei tefillah, and ba’alei tekiah; for arranging the
kiddushim: Howie Kahn, Zehava Zer Kavod, the Yammer family and the
Benson and Zerobnik families; as well as the organizers of the learning on
the night of Hoshana Rabbah: Sasson Chacoty and George Lowell.

9. Topics for Discussion at the Next Meeting: Determining the price for



seats for family guests on the High Holidays; the number of participants
changing from year to year in Rosh haShanah; the Ba’alei Tefillah
Committee for the High Holy Days.

Submitted by Simcha Edel, Michael Gillis and Menachem Zer Kavod



