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Minutes of Board Meeting of Bet Knesset Emek Refaim, June 7, 2017

Present: Simcha Edel, Pinchas Schiffman, Menachem Zer Kavod,
Avraham David, and Michael Gillis.

1. The discussion about seats in the synagogue will be taken up again at
the next meeting.

2. The Membership Meeting will be held on Motza’ei Shabbat Parshat
Shelach, June 17, 2017. On Shabbat Beha’alot’cha and Shabbat Shelah,
the gabbai will emphasize these important matters in the announcements:
a) encouraging members to volunteer as candidates for membership in the
Board; and b) the importance of a large attendance at the meeting in light
of the significant decision to be made concerning carrying the Sefer Torah
through the women’s section.

3. Our member Motti Kehat has suggested that a Se’udah Shlishit be held
in honor of the 100th Anniversary of the Balfour Declaration giving the
support of Great Britain to the establishment of a national home for the
Jewish people in Eretz Yisrael. The Declaration was sent to Lord Lionel
Walter Rothschild on November 2, 1917, as the representative of the
Zionist movement. The Declaration was also approved by the League of
Nations under the British Mandate Document of 1922.

4. On the night of Shavu’ot, for the first time, there were two parallel sets
of shiurim, one in Hebrew and the other in English. This was successful
and attracted a large number of participants. Congratulations to Sasson
Chakotai, as well as to George Lowell and Meir Fachler, who organized the
program in English.

5. The early morning minyan on Shavu’ot should start at the correct
time in order to reach the Amidah with the sunrise. In addition, the Torah
reader and someone to read Megillat Ruth must be prepared in advance,
including for the first minyan. In the absence of someone to read the
Megillah, it is preferable to read from a Tanach than to read from a klaff
(scroll) with errors.

6. Haftarot. The Board asks the gabbaim to exercise discretion and to call
up for maftir only those members who know how to read with reasonable
accuracy.

Submitted by Michael Gillis and Menachem Zer Kavod.



