n

T 02

T30 7T DN :TAD
P51 mmbw 2NN :nRn

D"W1 NXMP

T

1"pwn Mwna T cPIRD

,0Mn odw

ar 1225 MR 1Ny 07w 1MNA ARMP NOXWA M1 DMyD TMOXWI MNNRD 02wa
"5 1pa 0w1d 0™MIRA 171NN NXMP 1290 MR 0w 0Mwya .21Npn 1IN Dnnw
MWIT 0"W1 ,021pN XIN 02 NS 07w §117% ,07w1 7' D 10K 1R WP L,P1ap amn
12 T N2 NIMAn TIND 2070 XY X0 07D 0Mnn ARTp TP N1 N2
1992 7 7110 7125 a1 P 1 anT 09K 12 poybn noon

21075 Spin 11Ypa HOina X V1NLK

.1110 71502 AP12 NINNIN 0w 72 DYOI1WH 02T 12T 13YP12i7 12

D2MIPI 1AMNNN 01 LITHOX DMIWRN DI™IYa TN TN MY PN 0wl 1aya o)
"'21730 01N 270 .2 ,K0 710 Maba 0Pk 07N yan) LA nnn mntd 5535 1550
mTH 07w 11T T L (T L0 LR mn Tnbn mobn o"anan by nows
SIPAYND NAARA TNN0 MEpn 5 R mMTdm

5w marnon ww mand L,X1pS ax1 mmnd moyb owb nnn 10500 o2 ana
D11 YA KD 11w 120 a51wa XApn DwRw NYH AX Xow anHa v man’
" owa 15p 1o n™MIX Mo 5P qor 07 X 10 150 Ha1) matvn Ta0a npnn T PR
(1 oM

D DIon W bax ,077121 712 158K ,070U1 NRMPA AMY NwR2 51,7 v MYl PR
(777 At X 02V X ZWH) .0°721 712 MANXAPN D'WIW 702 MP2IX NPy Nnmp
7PN 21N 7230 XA T AyTw A

1951 ,XN72 AW ANYNA X7 ,0%02 11,0281 WM wa 11na Xph mapnn
,07122 D2 121 T AN WY 0°RAn 55 nmipnnw KSR .N1Mva ovwl 1R
X1 AX™MPN NAINW XN YRwn L1100 NXMPA D1 N2PNY YRwn L0733 NRMpa

MIWN WX Mo "Opa) Sapn ina 0w 0a Xomm e 53 by X5 150 bnapn by
X 2 m5anaym 'xn ™ ,R b

.1

2



010D 050 150K L1710 52 1nn Xph IR TIinbS1 MmN 2n0 Xnb MoK 5o PR
"ORWA P X1 TWNN2A 1A .97 952 12 X11p51 190 Xod 1919 AWK Daw 12
(2 p"o o1 ,m1Na Mawn) .mSTAn AMNn M2122 1IN0 xRS RN Sw

1951 70 MY 1K W1 WY LT LI 12 1wy’ Sw 1ana pa amna Xph upn
19221 N5 71T 10T PX YAND .0MAa Ina KOw IwrTpaw 12T amd mbt XS

W .MPIDN MYTa AMNn AXMP 1235 R, TwrTpaw 12T 15 owa an 5w ninobn
NR™P NN X ,0M23 20 21w 7eTTPaw 12T 0N WP 1912 ,wT) pIw DNIX
, %A KPS N TYN XOKX AWITPAw N2TS Tan' nan Sw ot Tyn AeX amnn

1 OPT MM R0 T 270 191,70 TR 2 0 1Hmn 1) 2y My 0ajn own
Tan' 1omMyn X5 11INA ARMPN X, TIn' MY 1K 0INK 01 1 0w ad L (D

" (01 7AW 210 IR 10 YT 5y nHY XS nrw mnd) prond o1 1951 vy’ ’HX
,TOTTPAW 12T 522 AXTMPY 1IN PIY D 010 OMINK 0737 .07 1IN X1NpD WO
.0123 71 PR DX 197122 ARMpA NN RS 0wl onowh

Y WMWY P1awN MmN DTN ,MNAwa ARMPI PR MmN nnnwa bapn 5y oy
07P1D PN XIP 12 ,70MWN M2 AN RPRw Dapn ANYna Ax11D X0 T IYn
0710p 057 157X ,5npn 52 X oYYn 1IN NNnwa 195 .0Pn 1IRA 0AaT 180N
901 VIPS? HOT T 27) MNY MAon onbynd nynn v 551 711w omn
NR™MPA 07NN DPRD TR X7 07w 5o nona L(vbp o mminn nona mabn
mnnn myTa 5Y oM 1N nnnwa 5pnb X waK o nyT nmyd ,KXomn .orn
101D N2 ARMPA P DX WNWY AnRS ;115 07w 102 0,710 mbyh 0w
NX P71 XOX ;1972 10K XD IR L,AWITHRAY 121 o5 17an My XD 0w 1
(022 1 ww D1wn P71 1972 oMnIX oW 071vp) L1MINN mo1a

0w NR™MP 1235 1R "NOXWI .0 Na50 NMan 25711 X0 0wl AXMP RPN 00705
AP DX WRWW INXD P L0 1N MWOK 13T YT DMy ,amn nnnwa

D2 WAK 5npn Do oy T nyn'n ARMpn JUnn DX Wwnwn ,NNX 0ya Nodn Nl
19721 AR 07 Tpnw 1572 D2, 1INN M1A AR AMnRS 775 11 aRep Sy 11ab
P01 PX OYIX TP PITTD NNXT PRWN 1K LMIWN 110 XY AR 1225 NwRan
595 1onnw nrno5an mbaann 551 omn aRw by nmin nnnwn



To: Menachem Zer Kavod
From: Rabbi Shlomo Vilk
Re: Women’s Torah Reading
Date: 14 Tishrei 5776

Dear Menachem,

In recent years, I have been asked many times about the question of women’s Torah
reading. Now I have been asked about the upcoming holiday of Simchat Torah.
Over the last twenty years a women’s Megillah reading on Purim has become an
established minhag in our community, Mourners’ Kaddish is also said by women,
counting women in a zimun is also common, women give the D’var Torah in shul,
and so on. Torah reading for women is a very complex issue from a halachic point
of view, and thus far I have hesitated to get involved in it, but it seems to me that
the time has come to clarify this issue in the community.

Let me briefly set out the methodology from the simplest to the more complex.

1. It was decided long ago and it is clear that women who are in niddah may
touch a Torah scroll.

2. Even in the past, women were required to study Torah in matters relating to
them, and today this has been expanded to include all Torah learning (Chafetz
Chayim, Likutei Halachot, Sotah 21b; Rabbi Nachum Rabinowitz, Yad
Peshutah al haRambam, Hilchot Talmud Torah 1, 13, etc.). We have merited
in our generation to have women learning and teaching all facets of the Torah
with love and intensity.

3. 'The halachah permits women, in a minyan of men, to be called for an aliyah
and to read the Torah, despite having reservations about kevod ha-tsibbur (“the
dignity of the community”), which means that it would not be appropriate for
a woman to read for a man. Clearly, this is not a problem today and would not
be considered an insult to the community (Talmud Bavli, Megillah 23a; Bet
Yosef on the Tur, Orach Chayim 135, quoting R. Yerucham, etc.).

4. 'There is no problem of 4o/ bishah ervah (a man being aroused by a woman
singing) in a women’s Torah reading, even if men are present, but there are
those who contend that there is an issue of #znius (“immodesty”) in a situation
where women read in the presence of men (R. Tzvi [Hershel] Schachter, Or
haMizrach 34). Clearly, this opinion is contrary to most sources.

5. 'The obligation to read the Torah on Mondays, Thursdays, Shabbat, and

chagim, is a time-defined mitzvah, so it would seem that women are exempt.

3



But the above sources show that a woman can also discharge a man’s
obligation by reading and by saying the berachah, and therefore is also
obligated in the reading of the Torah. It is apparent from here that the
obligation falls on the community as a whole, rather than on each individual,
and obviously women are part of the community (Ba’alei haTosafot, Rosh

haShanah 33a, haRan in Megillah 13a).

There is no prohibition involved in taking out a Sefer Torah to study it or to
read it without a minyan, even for small children. It is also clear that a woman
may take out a Sefer Torah and read it without a berachah. The discussion
below is essentially about taking out a Sefer Torah to read with the customary

berachot (Mishnah Berurah 285:2).

It was established that the Torah can only be read in a minyan of ten “free
men.” As is well-known, ten women cannot form a minyan and therefore
cannot say a davar she-bi-kedushah (such as kaddish or kedushah) except in the
presence of a minyan of ten men. At the present time, we have no way of
avoiding this halachic restriction of a “minyan” of ten women saying a davar
she-bi-kedushah, but when it comes to reading the Torah, opinions are divided.
Some say that only kaddish, barchu, and kedushah are davar she-bi-kedushah
that necessitate a minyan of men, but the obligation of reading the Torah
reading does not rest on the fact that a minyan is needed for davar she-bi-
kedushah, but rather on the obligation to read it “in public,” and women are,
of course, part of the “public” (Ran, Megillah 13b, in the Rif; and similarly R.
Ovadia Yosef, Yechaveh Da’at 5:25). According to this approach, women
indeed do not create a “minyan”, but the reading of the Torah does not
necessitate a “minyan” but a “public gathering”, and therefore we are able to
conclude (despite the fact that this was never in the mind of the Ran or R.
Ovadia Yosef) that the Torah can be read in a “minyan” of women. Many
others believe that a minyan is necessary to read any davar she-bi-kedushah, and
according to them women are not permitted to read the Torah with a berachah
if there is no minyan of men present.

The aliyot of the entire congregation on Simchat Torah are not of the same
nature as on shabbatot, chagim, and during the week. The root of this mitzvah
is probably in the mitzvah of hakhel that took place in the Sabbatical year, in
which the king read several sections of Sefer Devarim to the people. So on
Simchat Torah we call up the whole congregation, even small children, and
others who for various reasons have limitations that prevent them being called
up at all other Torah readings (R. Ovadia Yosef, Yalkut Yosef, Hilchot Birchat
haTorah 139). The aliyah of all the boys is one of the most festive parts of the

day. In any case, in my humble opinion, one can certainly be lenient on
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Simchat Torah and rely on those who permit women to have a/iyor and say the
berachot, even in a “minyan” of only women, once they have heard the
required reading in the synagogue. Because women cannot form a halachic
“minyan” for a davar she-bi-kedushah, they should not say barchu, but only the
birchot haTorah. (Boys say barchu only because they are in a minyan of men.)

To sum up: The topic of women reading the Torah is complex from a halachic
viewpoint. I was asked here about having a women’s reading on Simchat Torah,
and in my humble opinion it is possible in a “minyan” of women, but only
after they have heard the Torah reading in the shul one time, and will hear the
conclusion of the reading from Meonah onwards with rest of the
congregation. It is also possible for them to say the Torah blessings before and
after the reading, but without barchu that precedes the first berachah. As far as
Torah readings during the rest of the year are concerned, I will leave that for
future consideration, but no conclusions should be drawn from Simchat Torah
regarding other days, because of the halachic restrictions mentioned above.



