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Minutes of Bet Knesset Emek Refaim Board Meeting held April 11, 2016

Present: Menachem Zer Kavod, Avraham David, Yaakov Besthof, David Olivestone, Michael
Gillis, Pinchas Schiffman, Tzippy Benmelech.

1. Purim Celebration. For the first time, a party was held in the courtyard of the synagogue, at
which the joy was evident. We enjoyed the meal and singing and playing of Musa Berlin
and Avi Bar Eitan on the keyboard. The music was delayed because of the ongoing reading
the Megillah in the synagogue next door. Eventually the loudspeakers were turned off and
the “battle” was ended. It was agreed that the next year we will again have a party in the
courtyard, but in case of rain we will rely on the invitation of the Edel family to hold the
celebration in their nearby home.

2. Matanot la-Evyonim (Gifts to the Poor). Community members contributed NIS 4,000,
which was handed to the needy on the same day by the Pa’amonim organization.

3. Kimcha dePischa or Ma’ot Chittin. So far we have distributed NIS 150-200 to each of 90
poor families, through the local welfare office and in other ways. It is clear that in terms of
eligibility, they know how to make the distribution to the appropriate recipients.

4. Mincha Gedolah (Early Mincha) on Shabbat Afternoon. Neil Cohen, Rabbi Nachman
Winkler, and Menachem Zer Kavod will serve as gabba’im in rotation.

5. Early Minyan for Kabbalat Shabbat. The gabbai for this minyan is Mordechai Penkower,
and in his absence he will see to appointing a substitute.

6. Membership Dues. Members who have not paid dues will not be able to reserve seats for the
High Holy Days unless they pay their obligation in a timely fashion.

7. Annual Membership Meeting. The annual meeting will take place on Motza’ei Shabbat,



Parshat Kedoshim, May 14, 2016. Members wishing to submit their candidacy for the board
should inform Menachem Zer Kavod.

Submitted by Tzipi Benmelech and Menachem Zer Kavod



