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Minutes of the Va’ad Meeting of Bet Knesset Emek Refaim
Monday, August 10, 2015.

Participants: Michael Gillis, Avraham David, Shmuel Rosenschein, Ziona Avitsur, David Olivestone,
Alexis Rodgold, Menachem Zer Kavod and Simcha Edel.

Not present: Pinchas Schiffman, Tzipi Benmelech, Jacob Besthof and Aharon Rivlin.

1. Change in the Charity Committee. Chava David and Diane Rosenschein were approved as

members of the Tzedakah Committee. They replace Dina Toberman and Jane Medved, whose great
work we applaud and for whom we have to find new roles very soon.

2. Shiurim in English. It was agreed to allow the “Yiboneh” organization, directed by Aaron Poston,

which is involved in kiruv work, to hold shiurim in English in the synagogue on Monday, August 24,
from 8:00 to 10:30 pm. Members will receive information about this by email. It was also agreed to
allow a shiur in English for women on Wednesday, September 9, 2015, on the topic of rachamim
(divine mercy).

3. Annual synagogue dues are: @ 400 for singles, or m 800 for couple, including their unmarried

children.

4. Two receipts will be issued: one for “membership dues” of m 160, and another for a (deductible)
donation of m 640. This is in accordance with the opinion of accountant Judah Monsango, which we
are obtaining through the good offices of Simcha Edel.

5. Kiddushim. The Benson-Zrobnik family will again contribute the kiddush before the shofar
blowing on Rosh Hashanah, for those remaining at the synagogue. The Yammer family will facilitate
the Simchat Torah Kiddush. Howie Kahn will take care of the sale of aravot on Chol Hamoed Sukkot
and on Hoshana Rabbah.

6. Sifrei Torah Psulim which cannot be repaired. We will fix up the four Sifrei Torah psulim to make

them available for dancing on Simchat Torah by repairing their rollers and mantles.

7. Replacing air conditioners. The current air conditioners in the synagogue are noisy and inefficient.

A suggestion was made to replace them with new quieter and more efficient models to help enhance
the environment for prayer. We will obtain two proposals for replacements.

8. Shliach tzibbur on the bimah. The practice on Shabbat is that the chazan can daven from the central

bimah. It was agreed to allow this also on weekdays if a chazan wants to be in front of the kohanim,
instead of behind them.

9. Shabbat Dvar Torah. Many women have complained about not being able to hear or see the
speaker. It was agreed that the Dvar Torah will be delivered from the central bimah. The need was

also felt to emphasize once again that the Dvar Torah should be limited to seven minutes and the
coordinator should find a way to make this happen.

10. Welfare Committee. It was agreed to establish a committee of two members, a man and a woman,

whose task will be to keep in touch with any members who are unwell, to organize visits, to follow-up



and to send flowers or other gifts. Committee members will also be in contact with mourners to help
them get the items they need; a Sefer Torah, chairs for mourners, the se’udat havra’ah, etc. The
members of this committee will formulate a working procedure and plan. Abraham David will suggest
candidates for this committee and they will be represented on the shul va’ad.

Submitted by: Menachem Zer Kavod



